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900 Commerce Drive                                                                           Phone: (518) 489-1377
                                                          Clifton Park, NY 12065                                                                        Fax: (518) 453-9284
                                                                                                        www.smartlu83.org
January 2023 Newsletter

Our next regular meeting will be held on 

Thursday, January 19, 2023, at 5pm.

The Roll–over raffle for the January 2023 regular meeting is $50.00.

***It is SASMI time.  If you worked less than 750 hours from July 1, 2022 through December 31, 2022, you may be eligible to collect SASMI for the 2022B period.  Please see the enclosed insert for information.***

From the desk of John Shustz:

Work continues to be really slow, as we look for some of these jobs to come out of the ground towards springtime.  If you see any work around the area during your travels, please reach out to me with details.  As always, if you get laid off or return to work, please give me a call at 518-709-3691 so that I can keep the out of work list current.  

Aaron Donnelly, Organizer/Marketing Representative:

We are looking for members who have time during the day to stand with us on picket lines or to assist in bannering.  Please contact me at 518-368-4488 if you can help or see any construction projects of interest.

From JATC Administrative Coordinator Larry Hebbard:

We currently have 33 apprentices in the program with the 3rd term of the school year in progress and moving along well. 

We recently made an update to our training program and facility with the addition of new equipment and look forward to training on our new computers and large screen TV’s in lieu of outdated overhead projectors.  This new equipment will enhance the training along with the new updated lesson plans offered by the ITI. This will be an ongoing process of updating the training lesson plans and presentations to help in training our apprentice’s with more up to date and pertinent materials 

As I mentioned in past newsletters, in order to keep the apprentices trained in all aspects of jobsite safety and continue to reach out for all work opportunities we will continue offering Haz 40, Hoisting & Rigging, OSHA 30 and Asbestos awareness training into our apprentice training program.

I want to give a thanks to all the students and instructors that made this year’s Toys for Tots’ toy drive a success.  Outreach programs like this help show the community that the SMART LU 83 organization is a caring and community-based organization.

Please review the insert enclosed with this newsletter which outlines the upcoming Introduction to Orbital Welding Class.  If interested, contact Larry Warzek as noted.

Finally, Congratulations to the 5 students that will be sworn in as journeypersons at the January 19th union meeting: Juan Clements, Chris Hart, Zach Rehm, Josh Holden, and Anthony Visco!

INSURANCE FUND NEWS:
2023 ACTIVE MEMBERS:  Effective 1/1/2023 Changes!!! Both Marshall & Sterling and the Fund Office have been diligently sending out information to you so that you are all updated on the 2023 changes.  Here is a condensed list of things you need to know:
OLD




NEW
Medical Ins. Provider

Empire BCBS


Highmark
Prescription Provider

Express Scripts


ProAct

ID Cards 



with participant names

LU 83 Member ONLY name

Claims processor


BAS




HNAS

You still have the great coverage, just names, companies and processes have changed.  If you have questions about coverage, call the number on the back of your card or the fund office, Marilyn and Donna will be happy to help you Monday – Friday at 518-489-1377 extension 304.
The “pay the provider” process has been discontinued and members will now be responsible to pay provider invoices.  Members do have the option to pay using their PAP balances or out of pocket, however you will want to set up your account with the Marshall & Sterling online app to make this new routine as easy as possible.
REMINDER for RETIRED MEMBERS: Please take note that at the September 22, 2021 Insurance Fund Meeting the trustees made a motion that in order for retired members to receive reduced premiums, they must be Local 83 dues paying members.  Anyone who was not paying dues needed to be reinstated by January 1, 2022 to participate.  Retiree dues are $18.75 per month.  It was also noted that surviving spouses with benefits will be grandfathered in and will not be required to pay dues. Those who have retired since have been advised of this.

***IMPORTANT NOTE***

Health Insurance Reserves

There have been questions in the past of why the Health & Welfare fund continually asks for increases during the yearly allocation when the Federal 990 form shows the fund has a substantial amount of money.   Below is an explanation that the trustees want the membership to be aware of.

The 2021 IRS Form 990 states the fund made slightly over one million, five hundred thousand dollars ($1,500,000.00). 
What the membership may not be aware of is that approximately 42% of that amount went into the members individual PAP accounts. After the 42% deduction of the PAP accounts, that leaves approximately eight-hundred seventy thousand dollars ($870,000.00) for the year 2021 in what the government refers to as reserves.

Since the PAP accounts were implemented, the only increases to the reserves are through the interest on the investments.

As you are aware, for 2022, the market has not been very good. Although the trustees diversify the investments, they believe there will be a reduction in the reserves at the end of 2022.  NOTE: At the last meeting it was determined that we are below 11 months in reserves.  
Fraternally,
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Frank Maguire

President/Business Manager
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