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June 2021 Newsletter
Our next regular meeting will be held on Thursday, June 24, 2021 at 5pm EST.

Location: 900 Commerce Drive, Clifton, Park, NY 12065.
NYS & CDC COVID-19 guidelines have been rescinded.

Although the NYS and CDC guidelines have been rescinded we will continue to hold the Regular Meeting in the back area of the welding shop until further notice. Entrance to meetings will ONLY be allowed at the back door furthest to the end of building, next to the overhead door. 
The roll-over attendance raffle is currently $1,400.00.  All members are eligible for the drawing, but must be in attendance to win. If we have to limit the meeting size and others show up prior to 5pm, as agreed by the Executive Board, your name will be added to the list and will be eligible for this raffle.
In addition, the membership at the May 2021 regular meeting voted and passed, that since our general fund surpassed $1 million dollars, that we will be providing Pizza, wings and refreshments (non-alcoholic) at June 2021 regular meeting. AFTER REGULAR MEETING ADJORNS!
Partners in Progress Magazine
In the most recent “Partners in Progress” Magazine, an article was written about the cooperation of SMART Local 83 and our contractors in the recruiting, training and retention of our female apprentices who have entered our program. Our union, JATC, Organizing Department and our contractors should be commended on their efforts in this venture, as well as all apprentices that are members of SMART Local 83.
Below is the link to the article and we will be posting it on our web site.
https://issuu.com/partnersinprogress/docs/pinp_apr2021_final/s/12278728
From Marketing Representative/Organizer Phil Stenglein:

Local 83 has made the Journal once again, for the fourth time, in the last couple of years. This is a testament to our Members answering the call to help out in the Community through the “SMART Army” moniker. Apprentices, Journeypersons, and Retirees, have all stepped up to help at drive in food banks, Toys for Tots, Soup Kitchens, Habitat for Humanity, and various Veterans groups to volunteer your time, talents, and resources. When I am on national calls with Organizers, Business Agents and Managers from around the Country we are almost always getting a shout-out from the IA.  It makes me proud to be your Organizer. We are on the Map Internationally. 
Locally, our service to the Communities is not going unnoticed. It is opening doors and giving us leverage with Elected Officials and other Economic and nonprofit groups. Hopefully when we need a hand with certain issues they know what we are about, the opportunities we provide, and they will back us up. I do see that happening.
I want to thank all who have helped out in the past. You know who you are, and hopefully you will continue to volunteer, and recruit your Sisters and Brothers to do the same.

In Solidarity,
Phil Stenglein
From the desk of Jon Barnes: 

Work is looking good. I would like to say it has been an honor and a privilege to serve the Membership. I wish the best to whoever wins their races.

INSURANCE NEWS:

It is open enrollment time!  Please be sure to log into Employee Navigator to make any changes to your plan for the July – December 2021 plan period.  This is also a good time to update beneficiary information if you have been recently married, divorced or lost a loved one. 

From JATC Coordinator Larry Warzek.

The 2020-2021 school year has been completed.  We hope things will be back to normal next school year. 
Congratulations to Justin Taylor on completing his 5-year apprenticeship!  He will be sworn in at the June 24, 2021 Regular meeting. Seven apprentices completed the school year with perfect attendance and will be awarded $100 gift cards at the meeting also.

The plasma table is up and running.  Instructor Training has been completed and we are excited to see how much this will improve the training of Local 83 members.

Work will continue on the virtual welding training area so that it can be ready for this falls classes.

The JATC trustees are pleased to announce that Larry Hebbard has been selected as the new Co-Coordinator to the program.  I am currently assisting him in our procedures. Once he is familiar, he will be handling all the administrative duties and I will continue to handle the facility’s needs. 

LU 83 had four members apply to become CWI’s (Certified Welding Instructor). The JATC will be making a decision on who will continue on to take the AWS (American Welding Society) exam. 

A reminder to all those who hold welding certifications, there is a new update form you will need to complete in order to retain your certifications, it is available on the Local 83 web site. www.smartlu83.org. I have also updated the list of welding certification due dates; they are under the “Training and Education” tab. Be sure to send your completed form to me for review and I will forward it on to Scott Demers, our current ITI-CWI from SMART Local 63.

I hope everyone has a great summer.

ARE YOU VESTED?  If you have completed 5 years of service with SMART LU83, be sure to contact the union hall to complete your vesting papers.  This allows you the ability to log into the International site to verify your hours worked and helps when it’s time to retire!  If you have never logged into the international site or unsure if you are vested, call the union hall and we can check your file. 
REMINDER

Insurance/Annuity Reallocation/Diversion 
Effective July 1, 2021 ALL MEMBERS who have Health and Welfare PAP accounts that exceed twenty (20) months of the maximum monthly family premium (which is currently $2,290.81 per month) will automatically be enrolled into the Reallocation/Diversion program. Please note, this is not an individual member’s choice, everyone with $45,816.20 or more in their account is automatically enrolled in the reallocation/diversion program. Please check previous newsletter for full explanation of this 
SAVE THE DATES

SMART Local 83 ANNUAL STEAK BAKE - Saturday August 21, 2021 Cook Park, Colonie, NY

SMART Local 83 ANNUAL GOLF OUTING - Saturday September 18, 2021, Fairways of Half-moon, Mechanicville, NY.

ENTERTAINMENT COMMITTEE MEETING

Wednesday June 30, 2021 at 4pm a meeting of the ENTERTAINMENT COMMITTEE will be held. We are always looking for new committee members who can assist us at the Steak Bake. Those who volunteer are eligible to choose a prize from the donation table prior those items being raffled off.
Fraternally,
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Francis Maguire

President/Business Manager
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