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June 2020 Newsletter
Our next regular meeting is scheduled for Thursday, June 18, 2020 at 5pm EST.  At the time of this mailing we are not sure if we will be able to resume our in-person meetings.  If we are not able to do an in-person meeting, we will try to hold a ZOOM/Info meeting (similar to the May meeting).  Please refer to our website at www.smartlu83.org for the latest information and updates!

If we are able to hold an in-person meeting, the roll-over attendance raffle will be $900.00.  All members are eligible for the drawing but must be in attendance to win. 

Work Hours
As the warm weather begins, some job sites may want to begin their shifts earlier, especially architectural jobs.

Per Article VI, Section 1A, The Union must be notified of any work performed outside the regular work hours of 7:00 am and 3:30 pm.  If you are caught working outside the regular work hours without approval from the Union you may be subject to charges.
Corona Virus
Over the past few months our members and their families have had to endure the Covid-19 Pandemic. We have had a few active members, retired members and their family members stricken by this virus. Those members that I am aware of who contracted this disease have thankfully recovered. For those members who know someone lost due to the Corona Virus, please know our thoughts and prayers are with you. I want all members to be aware, the SMART Local #83 family is always here to support and assist in any way possible to help get through hard times.

Always remember, Together we are:

UNION STRONG!!!

INSURANCE NEWS:

Life changing events such as marriage/divorce/adoption/birth, Members have 30 days from the date of the event to make changes to their insurance plans.  

OPEN ENROLLMENT TIME!!!!  All active members should have received letters in the mail regarding the open enrollment.  You have from now until June 19th to make changes.  Now is the time to add or delete covered members or change your plan.  NEW THIS TIME….. Members will be logging onto “Employee Navigator” to personally make changes to their health insurance.  Instructions were included in the mailing or can be found online at www.smartlu83.org, click on Benefits.

If you have any questions, please call Donna at 518-489-1377 ext. 304

From the desk of Phil Stenglein

We have been very successful in distributing approximately 50,000 aluminum nose pieces to individuals and groups who volunteered to make face masks during the pandemic. We were featured on 2 local news stations and an article was written on our efforts in the Albany Times Union newspaper. I want to thank our contractors Danforth, K&L, McD, Selby & Smith & VBI for their donation of material and for cutting the pieces for us to distribute. The office staff was also helpful in circulating these items to various locations within our jurisdiction. Angela Grant dropped them off to people in her area on her way home from work. In addition, K&L in Plattsburgh would deliver to those who requested the nose pieces in the North Country. This began in SMART Local #40 in Connecticut and spread throughout all SMART Locals in the USA and Canada. We were glad that we could be a part of it and show that we care about the well-being of others in our communities and will do what we can when called to action. 
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From the desk of Larry Warzek, JATC Coordinator
First of all, I hope everyone is healthy and safe!  The past 3 months have been difficult for everyone and I would like to thank all of the apprentices for their efforts on completing all of the online courses that were assigned to them in order to finish out the remainder of the school year.  Congrats on a job well done! Plans and schedules for the upcoming school year have been worked out and will be posted in the near future on total track. The JATC has put on 5 new 1st. year apprentices, and with 2 graduating to journeyman in June, we have a total of 33 apprentices now in the program and are always looking for more if you know anyone who would be a potential applicant, please refer them to the “Training and Education” tab on our web site. I hope all of you are looking forward to the upcoming school year. See you in September.  
Stressed out? Need to talk to someone?  The Union provides FREE assistance through the EAP for help and support with substance abuse, occupational stress, family/personal relationship issues, emotional distress and much more.  Call (518) 573-0733 for local, confidential help, at no cost to you.
In an effort to practice social distancing and for everyone’s safety (members and office staff) the office remains closed to the public.  However, we continue to work on your behalf and invite you to call, email or schedule an appointment to meet with us if you need help with paperwork or need to purchase tools and clothing.   Just a reminder, dues payments must be current to be eligible for life insurance benefits and can easily be made with a credit card by calling Angela at 518-489-1377 ext. 305.
Thanks to everyone for doing your part to flatten the curve.  Enclosed please find a couple of stickers that you can put on your car or hard hat to promote Local 83’s participation during these trying times. 

Stay healthy and stay safe.

Fraternally,
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Francis Maguire
President/Business Manager
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