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LOCAL UNION # 83 - FEBRUARY NEWSLETTER
Dear Members:

On January 19th, at the regular meeting, we held the election for the replacement Executive Board member.  Vincent (Vinny) Penzabene was voted in to fill a position due to Roberta Burke’s resignation. 

It is good to report that more and more members have returned to work over the past two months. Last year at this time, there were 101 journeypersons and 23 apprentices unemployed. Today, there are only 56 journeypersons and 1 apprentice unemployed. As was noted in the last newsletter, Global still believes that they will be ramping up to re-tool beginning in April. By then, the new project labor agreement should be in place which will ensure that work is done by union members.
HEALTH INSURANCE PAP ACCOUNTS
There still seems to be some confusion as to how the new individual healthcare plan works in conjunction with the member’s PAP account.  The fund is required to send out a notice called the Material Modifications notice if there is any major change to the plan.  Since the fund established the personal account plan effective 1/1/2017 they mailed that notice a few days ago.  Please keep that notice so you can refer to it until the new inserts for the SPD, 3 ring binder has been printed and distributed.
GLOBAL
As has been noted before work is slated to pick back up at Global Foundries.  The rumor was that it was going to start up in June and then it was said that the time table was moved up to February or March.  There seems to be a design hold up and they are now saying it will be more like mid-March or April before the push will begin.  Let’s hope that there are no more delays.
SASMI
For a long time SASMI has been working on their new website that would include the ability for participants, those members that have contributions made into that fund, to be able to go on line and look at their accounts.  A member must establish user name and password in order to go into the system.  Please note that they will email you a temporary password before you can establish your own. 
If you worked less than 850 hours July-Dec you may be eligible to collect SASMI U/E.  You will need copies of your W2s and NYS Unemployment pay history.  Those notices will go out on February 17th (December hours must be entered before notices go out.) AND as a reminder you must keep copies of your paystubs and unemployment records in order to collect in August 2017.
OVER
Proposed Demonstration
As you are aware the local had proposed to have a demonstration against LaChase, the project manager for the Rivers Casino.  Their office is just down the road from the casino.  This was to be held the same day as the grand opening.  The Capital District Building Trades President and I
met with a principal of the company and he assured us he will work with us to get the funds paid that we are owed by Besco for work on that site.  Therefore we are not going to hold the rally base on their promise to help us get paid. 

Steak Roast 
Mark your calendar! The steak roast will be held on September 16, 2017 at Duke’s Grove. 

In the very near future, the entertainment committee will be meeting to discuss and start planning the 2017 Service Awards Dinner and graduation dinner dance ceremony. We also will be honoring Larry Hebbard for his many years as service to our local retirement at this event as well.

Items for sale:
Midwest Tools is now manufacturing   off-set tongs with a 1” throat and we now have those available for sale. The cost is $29. 

We are pleased to announce that the Steadman offset tongs are now available, and we have purchased them for re-sale as well as the Midwest. The cost of the Stedman tongs is $ 45.50. These are made in limited quantities so therefore supplies are also limited. If you are interested in purchasing these tongs, we suggest you come in quickly!

We are now carrying straight snips: a 11” by Weiss which costs $ 18.85 and cuts up to 22 gauge Metal AND a 12” Claus titanium which cuts up to 21 gauge and costs $ 33.25. 

As the warm weather is approaching keep in mind that we have t-shirts available. There are 3 styles.  The first has a front and back logo with the memory of Mike Hauf design on the sleeve.  The back is the old style which depicts ductwork, a drafts man and a welder.  The front is the American flag with the sheet metal emblem within.   The second one is the iTi welding tee shirt with the logo and Local 83 added. The third are the safety yellow with the sheet metal logo on the back.
We also have SMWLU #83 baseball hats which cost 14.50 and sweatshirts for $27.50 - medium, large, X-Large, XX and XXX cost more.
IN SYMPATHY
William (Bill) McCormick passed away on Thursday January 26, 2017 on his 88th birthday. He had been a member for 63 years.  Our thoughts and prayers go out to his family.
Mark B. Landau
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